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Air  Pollution:  A Rising Concern in Africa

https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2016/oct/20/air-pollution-deadlier-africa-than-dirty-
water-or-malnutrition-oecd

http://www.oecd.org/dev/emea/air-pollution-africa.htm



Vehicle Fleet, oil 
demand growth 

• 90% of imported vehicles used

• Tripling of fleet and doubling of oil demand



Background

https://www.unep.org/resource
s/report/global-trade-used-
vehicles-report

https://www.unep.org/resource
s/report/used-vehicles-and-
environment-progress-and-
updates-2021

https://www.ilent.nl/documente
n/rapporten/2020/10/26/rappor
t--used-vehicles-exported-to-
africa

https://www.unep.org/resources/report/global-trade-used-vehicles-report
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/used-vehicles-and-environment-progress-and-updates-2021
https://www.ilent.nl/documenten/rapporten/2020/10/26/rapport--used-vehicles-exported-to-africa


The Global Trade in Used Vehicles



Regulatory Regimes for Used Vehicles – UNEP’s 2020 assessment



WHO Global status report on road safety 2018



Safer and Cleaner 
Used Vehicles for 

Africa Project

• Funding: UN Road Safety Trust Fund

• Implementing agencies:

• UN Environment Programme (UNEP) 

• UN Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) 

• Federation Internationale
d’Automobile (FIA)

• International Motor Vehicles 
Inspection Committee (CITA)

• Duration:  2020 - 2022

To put in place 
regulations, standards and 
processes to ensure that 
Africa will only receive 
quality used vehicles, 
which will have major 

road safety benefits, for 
both car drivers and other 

road users, and co-
benefits on the 

environment and 
economy.



Project Activities

Action Plan with Used Vehicles Requirements for Africa: 
exporters and importing African countries agree on 
minimum standards/ requirements for used vehicles

Implementation of the Action Plan: develop and adopt 
national standards and policies, and labeling

Inspection and enforcement programme to check 
compliance of used vehicles with the agreed minimum 
requirements

Training, information and communication



Progress to-date
• Recent adoption and gazettement 

of Vehicle Emissions Limits in the 
EAC

• ECOWAS clean fuels and vehicles 
directives adopted in September 
2020

• workshops held focusing on 

• Development of regionally 
harmonized standards (UNEP)

• the control of used vehicles ( 
CITA)

• Exporters workshops for Safer 
and Cleaner Used Vehicles ( 
UNECE)



Global Light Duty Vehicle Emissions Standards ( before 2021)





Regulatory Regimes for Used Vehicles – UNEP assessment



Opportunities

• In use vehicle Inspection  and maintenance 
enforcement

• Leveraging on already available fuels (10ppm 
) to progressively tighten standards

• Combining vehicle emissions standards with 
age limits

• Soot free public transport- Cities looking to 
operationalize BRT systems in Africa

• Consider city wide measures

• Low emission zones

• Move to zero emission vehicles

• Integrated approach to low carbon mobility –
walking, cycling, public transport



UNEP’s Sustainable  Mobility Programs

Global Fuel Economy Initiative 
(GFEI): Supporting fuel efficient 
vehicle policies 

Electric Mobility: Leapfrogging to 
electric motorcycles, cars and buses 

Partnership for Clean Fuels and 
Vehicles (PCFV): Reducing vehicle 
emissions through cleaner fuels and 
vehicles

Climate and Clean Air Coalition 
(CCAC): Reducing short-lived 
climate pollutants in transport

Share the Road (StR): Promoting 
walking and cycling infrastructure
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