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The Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate works on 

safety, trust, and sustainability of environment and transport 

in the Netherlands



› Our fields of expertise:
– Transport
– Infrastructure
– Environment
– Housing

 With approximately 150 topics
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Why 3 studies?
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MAIN FINDINGS 
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Export of low-quality fuels

• August 15, 2022: 
ILT published a Policy rule based on the duty of care 
principle in Dutch law 

• Article 9.2.1.2 of the Environmental Management Act 
stipulates that: ‘Any person who professionally manufactures a 
substance, mixture or genetically modified organism, or imports it 
into the Netherlands, applies it, processes it or makes it available 
to another person, and who knows or could reasonably have 
suspected that their actions with this substance, mixture or 
organism could cause hazards to human health or the 
environment, is obliged to take all measures that can reasonably 
be required of them to prevent or limit these hazards as much as 
possible.'

• Policy rule on maintaining the quality of petrol and 
diesel intended for export to low and middle income
countries outside the EU, with special reference to the 
ECOWAS countries 2022 | Publication | Inspectie
Leefomgeving en Transport (ILT) (ilent.nl)

ILTs follow-up on the 3 
studies (1)
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https://english.ilent.nl/themes/f/fuel-quality/documents/publications/2022/08/15/policy-rule-on-maintaining-the-quality-of-petrol-and-diesel-intended-for-export-to-low-and-middle-income-countries-outside-the-eu-with-special-reference-to-the-ecowas-countries-2022
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Used vehicles
• Provide insights on the 

quality of used vehicles 
exported

• Cooperate with our policy 
makers to promote 
EU/international regulation 
on export of used vehicles

ILTs follow-up on the 3 
studies (2)
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EU Waste Shipment Regulation
No 1013/2006
–one if its objectives is to ensure that waste exported outside the 
EU does not create adverse effects on the environment or public 
health in the countries of destination, by prohibiting the export of 
hazardous waste to non-OECD Decision countries and waste 
destined for disposal operations outside the EU

By enforcing this regulation some vehicles for export can be 
stopped as (hazardous) waste =>
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Currently limited possibilities
to act
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A heavily damaged car after accident, 
a Nissan Micra from 2003 for 
Benghazi, Libya
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Example 1
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A Volvo from 2020 for Nigeria wih many deficiencies: 
VIN unreadable, lights and battery removed, exhaust  
system incomplete, bumper missing, fuel tank 
missing, air tanks hanging loose, smooth tires
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A Volkswagen bus from 1988 for 
Lagos, Nigeria with many damages: 
left auxiliary beam 100% rust 
damage, shaft seriously deformed, 
heavy gasoline smell
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EXAMPLE 3



1 september 2022 | Voettekst

a heavily damaged car from the 
US waiting in Antwerp to be 
shipped 
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EXAMPLE 4
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Regulating trade of used vehicles 
has major benefits for air quality,  
road safety and climate

It is important to get an agreement 
at EU level on enforceable and 
objective/ clear  export criteria for 
used vehicles:

• Proof of roadworthiness
• Minimum euro 4/IV
• Compliance with import 

regulations of import countries

VIEW OF THE NETHERLANDS 
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<- our field study showed that in depths 
controls at port of export are very 
difficult

to makes use of existing European 
roadworthiness systems and procedures  
therefore essential

information exchange on vehicle between 
customs -export declarations- and 
national vehicle registers and between 
countries  is important (through the VIN 
of vehicles)

ROADWORTHINESS
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Exporters of used vehicles should 
substantiate its claim that the vehicle 
is roadworthy
• by ensuring the vehicle has a valid 

roadworthiness certificate
• or in the absence of this, by 

providing an alternative and recent 
roadworthiness test certificate  

ROADWORTHINESS
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• Fuels – vehicles systems approach
• Emissions reductions
• Climate change
• Road safety
• Cost savings for consumers
• Euro 4/IV seems reasonable global 

minimum standard

WHY MINIMUM EURO 4?
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• The European Commission is well 
aware of the issue and involved in 
discussions on that matter at the 
global level, with UNECE and UNEP 
especially

• EU proposed at the United Nations 
Environment Assembly this year to 
call for strengthening legislations 
on used vehicles globally

• The EC is looking into the question 
of export of used vehicles, as part 
of the review of Directive
2000/53/EC on end-of life vehicles 

NEXT STEPS
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“SUMMARY REPORT ON THE PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION FOR THE IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT OF THE REVIEW OF 
THE DIRECTIVE 2000/53/EC ON 
END-OF-LIFE VEHICLES AND OF THE 
DIRECTIVE 2005/64/EC ON THE 
TYPEAPPROVAL OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
WITH REGARD TO THEIR 
REUSABILITY, RECYCLABILITY AND 
RECOVERABILITY”

Screenshot from:
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• To agree internationally on 
(clear) criteria governing the 
export/import of used vehicles 

-> this would facilitate the 
adoption of measures on this 
issue by the EU

• EC values the cooperation with 
importing countries 

-> importing countries 
reaching out to the EC with 
proposals, views, concerns and 
priorities 

NEXT STEPS: how to
speed up the process?
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Thanks for your attention!
Our contacts

• Our website www.english.ilent.nl
• Customer contact (0031) (0)88 489 00 00
• Contact with the team: marietta.harjono@ilent.nl

http://www.english.ilent.nl/
mailto:conflictmineralen@ilent.nl
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