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Grande Guinea: Dakar (16/6), Lomé (21/6), Pointe Noire (25/6), Douala 
(29/6) San Pedro (1/7), Antwerp (14/7), Hamburg (17/7), Le Havre (20/7), Tilbury (23/7) 

© Marine Traffic
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City of Oslo: Antwerp (22/6), Amsterdam (25/6), 
Misurata (1/7) Benghazy (4/7); Antwerp (2/8), Amsterdam (6/8), 
Misurata (12/8), Benghazy (15/8); Antwerp (12/7), Amsterdam (14/7), Misurata (21/7), Benghazy (24/7), 
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Topic with huge benefits for: 

• health
• road safety
• climate
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Series of 3 connected reports

July 2018 October 2020 24 June 2021
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Why a 2nd and 3rd study?

• Follow-up on fuel report from 2018

• Pro-active
& to anticipate

© ILT Dec 2019 © ILT 2019

© ILT 2020

© ILT 2020
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New report on quality of petrol in relation to
vehicles

• Stresses the need for standards on  
fuels and vehicles

• More information & to download 
the report:

https://english.ilent.nl/documents/
reports/2021/04/24/petrol-fuel-
quality-and-its-effects-on-the-
vehicle-technology-and-the-
environment
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FINDINGS OF STUDY ON USED VEHICLES

THE WAY FORWARD: WHAT COULD BE DONE

Link to report:
https://english.ilent.nl/latest/news/2020/10/26/ilt-older-vehicles-no-
longer-welcome-in-west-africa
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DESK STUDY matching data 
from customs and vehicle 
register

3-DAY FIELD INSPECTION
with vehicle authority
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Age, emission standards
and roadworthiness

© ILT - IDlab
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Mileage

© ILT Dec 2019© ILT - IDlab
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Used vehicles to WAF comparabe to End of Life 
Vehicles

© ILT - IDlab
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3-DAY FIELD INSPECTION: 160 vehicles

© ILT Dec 2019
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Overall technical state of vehicles

• A group of vehicles in reasonable state 

• At least 56% of petrol vehicles and 48% of the diesel vehicles would 
fail a periodic roadworthiness test (have one or more deficiency)

• These also included vehicles that still had a valid roadworthiness 
certificate

• One out of 8 airbags had a malfunction
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HDV high mileages, examples

© ILT Dec 2019 © ILT Dec 2019from 1994, to Lagos, 
896.650 km

German truck from 2002, 
to Benghazi, 820.789 km
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Testing emissions (diesel)

Risk of highly
emitting diesel 

vehicles entering 
the export market?

© ILT Dec 2019
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Testing emissions (petrol cars)

© ILT Dec 2019
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A GROUP OF VEHICLES UNABLE TO CONTROL

• empty battery
• completely worn out, too dirty to enter
• doors that don’t open, stack on each other or “sandwiched”
• we stopped some vehicles (as waste) in a very bad state ->see next 

slides

© ILT Dec 2019 © ILT Dec 2019
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A Nissan Micra from 2003 for Benghazi, Libya

© ILT Dec 2019
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A Volkswagen from
1988 for Nigeria

© ILT Dec 2019
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A VOLVO TRUCK from POLAND from 2000 
for NIGERIA

VIN unreadable, lights and
battery removed, exhaust
system incomplete, fuel tank 
missing, air tanks hanging
loose, smooth tyres

© ILT Dec 2019
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Our study showed: regulation works!  

however not
complete, and
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• Libya gateway for used
vehicles to African countries?

• Threat to effective
implementation of ECOWAS 
new regulation?

Example of a vehicle carrier loading used vehicles in Antwerp
(1/12/20) and Amsterdam (7/12/20) for unloading in Misurata
(19/12/20) and Benghazi (21/12/20)



joint action between
exporting and importing

countries needed

© ILT 2019
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Benefits of clean fuels and a fleet consisting
of vehicles in good technical state  

• clean fuels => immediate reduction of emissions and no damaging of 
emission control systems 

• vehicles with working emission control system
=> less polluting emissions: cleaner air

• more road safety => less accidents 

• well maintained (and younger) vehicles consume less fuel 
=> cheaper to drive 
=> less climate emissions
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NEEDS FOR THE WAY FORWARD

EXPORT COUNTRIES: TO AGREE TO ONLY EXPORT VEHICLES THAT ARE ROAD 
WORTHY & 

IMPORT COUNTRIES: FUEL AND VEHICLE STANDARDS

HARMONISED

this will greatly enhance implementation at export and import
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OTHER NEEDS FOR THE WAY FORWARD? 
your views
• Promoting implementation of used vehicles import regulation, more 

inspectors?
so that used vehicles arrive as required

• Promoting vehicle roadworthy Inspection and Maintenance programs?
so that vehicles remain in the condition as arrived

• Setting up safe recycling networks?  
so that end of life vehicles are safely disposed off with a high recycling rate

• Desulpherization capacity?

• Focus on promoting sustainable (urban) transport systems and mobility?

for health, road safety and climate benefits lobal a, 
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What investments alongside setting fuel and
vehicle standards most helpful to achieve
benefits for health and road safety?

please send ideas, questions
and comments to: 
marietta.harjono@ilent.nl



Human Environment  Transport Inspectorate

Thank you! Merci! 

© ILT Dec 2019


